ISSN: 2582-7162

Systematic Review Article

Mental Health Promotion and Prevention Strategies: A Systematic Review

Mohammad Hasan', Narendra Kumar Sharma’, Anil Kumar Mavliya®, Diwakar Shukla’,
Manjeet Singh’, Shitanshu Lall’

'Assistant Professor (Mental Health Nursing), Banda Paramedical College and Nursing School Banda(UP)
*Principal, Ekta Nursing College, Khedbrahma, S.K.,Gujarat
*Professor, NIMS Nursing College, NIMS University Rajasthan, Jaipur a
‘Principal, Institute of nursing research centre surajpur Chhattisgarh
*Assistant Professor, (Mental Health Nursing), Arawali College Of Nursing Bajor Sikar Rajasthan
“Vice Principal cum Professor, Medicare Nursing College, Indore

Corresponding Author: Mohammad Hasan, Assistant Professor (Mental Health Nursing), Banda Paramedical
College and Nursing School Banda(Up) 210001
E-mail : hasan0007.mohammad@gmail.com

/ Abstract \

Introduction: A key element of general health and wellbeing is mental health. Mental health illnesses impact
people of all ages and greatly increase the burden of sickness worldwide. To lessen the prevalence and effects
of mental diseases, effective mental health promotion and prevention techniques are crucial. The purpose of
this systematic review is to examine the available data on community, institutional, and individual mental
health promotion and preventive initiatives.

Materials and Methods: Electronic databases such as PubMed, Google Scholar, and Scopus were
thoroughly searched for publications published between 2010 and 2024. Keywords including psychological
well-being interventions, community mental health, mental disease prevention, and mental health promotion
were employed. Included were studies that focused on mental health promotion techniques, such as
observational studies, randomized controlled trials, and review articles. Articles without full text or those not
published in English were not included. To find recurring themes and successful tactics, data was gathered and
synthesized.

Results: The analysis found a number of successful strategies for preventing and promoting mental health,
such as early screening programs, digital mental health platforms, stress management therapies, community
awareness campaigns, and school-based mental health education. Research indicates that multilevel
interventions incorporating community, school, and family involvement are more successful in enhancing
mental health outcomes and lowering psychological distress.

Conclusion: In order to improve psychological well-being and lower the prevalence of mental diseases,
mental health promotion and prevention initiatives are essential. For long-term improvements in mental
health, integrated strategies including education, early identification, community involvement, and
legislative support are crucial.
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Introduction

Mental health is defined as a state of well-being in which individuals realize their abilities, cope effectively
with the normal stresses of life, work productively, and contribute to their communities'. Mental health
disorders represent one of the leading causes of disability worldwide, affecting millions of individuals and
imposing significant social and economic burdens®. Conditions such as depression, anxiety disorders, and
substance use disorders are increasingly prevalent, particularly among adolescents and young adults?.

A state of well-being in which people recognize their potential, manage everyday stressors, work well, and
give back to their communities is known as mental health.! Millions of people worldwide suffer from mental
health issues, which are one of the main causes of disability and place a heavy social and financial burden on
society.? Anxiety disorders, substance use disorders, and depression are becoming more common, especially
in young adults and adolescents.?

Activities aimed at improving psychological well-being and fortifying protective factors that allow people
and communities to sustain good mental health are referred to as mental health promotion. By addressing risk
factors and fostering resilience, preventative efforts, on the other hand, seek to lower the incidence,
prevalence, and recurrence of mental diseases.*’

Several factors contribute to the development of mental health problems, including biological predisposition,
social stressors, economic challenges, trauma, and lifestyle behaviors®. In recent years, mental health
problems have been made worse by rapid urbanization, increasing screen time, academic pressure, and social
isolation. As a result, preventing psychological disorders and fostering mental health have emerged as global
public health priorities.”

Strengthening coping mechanisms, boosting social support, expanding access to mental health treatments,
and lowering the stigma attached to mental illness are common goals of mental health promotion tactics.
These tactics can be used in a variety of contexts, including community organizations, businesses, schools,
and medical facilities.”"’

School-based interventions are particularly important because they provide opportunities to promote
emotional resilience, stress management skills, and social competence among children and adolescents'".
Workplace mental health programs also play a significant role in reducing stress, improving productivity, and
enhancing employee well-being'?.

Programs for community-based mental health promotion place a strong emphasis on early detection of mental

health problems, peer support networks, and awareness campaigns. In low- and middle-income nations where

mental health resources are few, such programs are particularly crucial. ™"

Online mental health platforms and mobile applications have become cutting-edge tools for providing
psychological support, counseling, and mental health education due to the development of digital technology.
These digital solutions can lower obstacles to mental health care and improve accessibility.'

Many people still do not receive proper mental health support despite growing awareness because of stigma,
ignorance, and a lack of resources. To enhance population health outcomes, it is therefore essential to discover
effective measures for mental health promotion and prevention.'®

Objectives

1. Toreview existing literature on mental health promotion strategies.

2. Toidentify effective prevention strategies for mental health disorders.

3. Toevaluate the impact of community-based and institutional interventions on mental health outcomes.
Materials and Methods

Study Design: This study provides a comprehensive analysis of published research on methods for
preventing and promoting mental health.

Search Strategy: Keywords like these were used to search electronic databases like PubMed, Scopus, Google
Scholar, and Research Gate:
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Mental health promotion
Mental illness prevention
Community mental health programs
Psychological well-being interventions
Articles published between 2010 and 2024 were considered.
Inclusion Criteria
Research on methods for promoting mental health
Systematic reviews, randomized controlled trials, and research articles
English-language articles
Research on the prevention of mental illnesses
Exclusion Criteria
Articles without full text
Studies unrelated to mental health promotion
Non-peer reviewed publications
Data Extraction
Relevant data were extracted from selected studies including:
Author and year of publication
Study design, Target population, Type of intervention, Key outcomes
Quality Assessment

Study design, sample size, and outcome measurements were used to assess the methodological quality of the
included research.

Results

Of the 82 papers found by the systematic search, 28 studies satisfied the requirements for inclusion. The
chosen studies addressed a range of mental health promotion tactics for a variety of demographics, such as
adults, adolescents, and community groups.

Students' emotional resilience, self-esteem, and coping abilities were found to be considerably enhanced by
school-based interventions. Positive results were demonstrated by programs that included peer support
networks, stress management classes, and mindfulness training.

Community awareness initiatives decreased the stigma attached to mental illness and raised awareness of
mental health issues. Particularly successful in enhancing help-seeking behaviors were public advertising and
mental health literacy initiatives.

Mobile apps, online counseling, and tele-mental health services are examples of digital mental health
initiatives that have shown encouraging outcomes in offering easily available psychological help.

Programs for workplace mental health have been shown to enhance psychological well-being, lower
occupational stress, and increase employee happiness.

Overall, research showed that the most successful multilevel strategies for preventing psychiatric diseases
and enhancing mental health were early screening, community support, and education.

Discussion

The results of this systematic review emphasize the significance of all-encompassing strategies for promoting
mental health in many contexts. School-based programs are essential for helping young people develop social
and emotional skills, which can help them avoid mental health issues in the future.
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Another crucial element of promoting mental health is community involvement. Programs for mental health
education and awareness campaigns can lessen stigma and motivate people to get treatment when they need it.

Access to psychological assistance has increased as a result of the incorporation of digital technology into
mental health care, particularly in disadvantaged or distant places. For people in psychological discomfort,
online counseling and mental health apps offer practical and affordable options.

Workplace mental health initiatives also contribute significantly to improving employee well-being and
productivity. Stress management programs, counseling services, and supportive organizational policies can
help reduce work-related mental health issues.

Despite these positive findings, several challenges remain, including limited mental health resources, lack of
trained professionals, and persistent stigma surrounding mental illness. Addressing these challenges requires
coordinated efforts from healthcare professionals, policymakers, educators, and community organizations.

Conclusion

In order to improve psychological well-being and lessen the burden of mental diseases, mental health
promotion and prevention methods are crucial. The results of this systematic analysis show that workplace
treatments, school-based programs, community awareness campaigns, and internet mental health platforms
are all successful in boosting mental health.

Implementing integrated and culturally appropriate mental health promotion strategies can help strengthen
resilience, enhance coping skills, and improve overall quality of life. Policymakers and healthcare
professionals should prioritize mental health promotion as a key component of public health strategies.
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